196	To Thomas Gray	[1771
for me, since he will not do anything for me. I only suspend the bull of excommunication till I am sure I shall not want him. If the young man copies mezzotinto, as well as he does etching, which is not probable, I shall beg you to seize the prints in Bannerman's hands, if it is not inconsistent with the charters of the city of Cambridge, and deliver them to Mr. Tyson's engraver8. But as you talked of being in town in March, I hope to settle this with you by a verbal negotiation.
I have had my house in town broken open, and everything broken open in my house, and I have not lost to the value of sixpence4. The story is so long, that if I began to tell it you, you would be here before it was finished, tho' you should not arrive till Christmas. It is talked of more than my Lord Mayor5, and my Lord Mayor knows as much what to make of it as anybody does. If you know any saint that dragged a beautiful young woman into a wood to ravish her, and after throwing her on her back, and spreading open her legs, walked quietly away without touching her, to show his continence, you have a faint idea of my housebreakers. Some people have confounded me with my cousin6 just arrived from France, and imagine they sought for French papers ; others say I am Junius—but Lord help me! I am no such great man, nor keep treason in my glass-case of china. My miniatures, thank you, are very safe, and so is Queen Elizabeth's old face7, and all my coins and medals, tho' the doors of the cabinets were broken
3 See letter to Cole of Dec. 20,	the session (see letters to Mann of
1770.	March 22 and 30).
* See the detailed account in letter	6 Hon. Bobert Walpole (1786-1810),
to Mann of March 22-26.	youngest son of Lord Walpole of
5 Brass Crosby, M.P. for Honiton.	Wolterton,   Sir   Bobert   Walpole's
He had defied the House of Commons	younger brother; he was Secretary
in the matter of the arrest of a	to the Embassy in Paris,
printer under a general warrant,	7 No doubt the portrait mentioned
and two days after the date of this	in the letter to Conway of Jane 4,
letter was committed to the Tower,	1768.
where he remained until' the end of

